What do you do when your rankings drop?
One of the first things you should do is read
our handy guide to maintaining your SEO

Careful SEO
Mmaintenance

The search landicape is shwnys evolving, and

what worked before may not atways prove

5o frudtiul. i's easy 1o become complacent,
especially with an established site, snd moss of us
have had the discomforting experience of seeing owr
prived rankings dip abrupdly. Maturally, rankings will
fsciuate over time, but what can we do when things
suddenty furn asryT

LoEs assume your site s oontentaich with mo

reason bor 3 rrkings penaity First, | suggest avolding
rash weholesale change. A seried of fine-luning may be
tha solutan. YWait a week o 50 1o see if the drop i
past part of the natural lus or 3 dight alganthmic
Wl Mearnvhile, esiluste pour §ie shudtiufe, secedr
traffic and markeq trends. |5 pour site sHE primed for
usabilicy? Backtrack ower recent updates and ergune
yout comen] & sl crawdable and fuldils the eriiesia
ol good, arganic SE0. Consult Google's Webmmaster
Culdefmes and consult an 560 oeport

Heve you Implemenied a straiegy that may be

negatively affecting your rankings? & may be any one

of & vast numbser of reasons, each of which may be

wryely beyond wour tarnol, yet maar wsarch engines

are unfiiely to cattigate you for small spam issues,
Sluady yenar inbaumd links = & they from guallty

wehames? 4 vour test thoughtiully presentad and free

of the halimarks of spam? Sign up to Google's
Webmasier Tools console, Unlosd an XML site mep

and look for any irdexing ermors that Google flags up.

Monitar the ircremental charmges you make, 11y

good practioe 1o keep a joumal, logging each change

and tts affect 3 wesk or twa later, Abowe all, don't

w4l to be prompbed by o chamnge in loem to updale

yaur site. Once you've found a search engine
“friendhy™ fi, stick with a complate that warks,

ark Buckimgharm 8 o seorch morieting dpecialist ond
[freehance writer, end propriefor of wans.netseek, oo, uk

Optimise your site structure

Expert advice
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‘Oiptimising wour sibe airm shauld be o ensure
structure shiould be that all condent on your
an integral part of the site s crawdable. if you
deslign process and ewerlack this process,
should enhance the you may end up with an
overall user experience. eye-taiching site but fall
it's abaut firding a short on the search
healtibhy balance, Inmadt  engine exposure you
caves, there doesn't may otherwise deserve.
nesd o be a stark Here ane sia iop tps
Cogrnem e betwben b ekl idaer wrhan

SEQ and design, Your designing a new site,
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1 Make every page
in your s cradabin,
# your site usss graphic)
imige rofdovers as
navigational linie, add
acditangl HTRML binis
infreeachens on each
page and provide
ierma Bres i 1he el
b Pl thie ssarch
engine nabots find thedr
way arourd, &% a rule
al Mimb, ey paga
I your Sl shoikl b=
ravigable theough no
mie thar thime o
Terur links.

1 Add a site-map.bmd
page. Ceganise in an
Basy-loeadd, fierarcbacal

layout. You should
alwaargs includle a fnk
[ 0T SHE map
somewtese on each
page, oo

3 Optirmise your file

names. Kather than
yourdomain com/
webdesign hitml opt
for @ descriptive
flerame sweparated by
A LnOErsOor oF A
Fryphien o Tyeda

4 Image tags. Always
trichide succing Tour- 1o
seven-word image lags
for as mary images as
prssible, but be sure b
imaie thefm relevant 1o

the images, and then
sublject mater, on

e e

5§ Present your text
clearly. Thara's nothing
weorse than biadky bext
1o pist readers off Ard
2 page with itk or no
coelet s 3 missed
oppoctunity for engines
1o mdex and rark your
Coriend, InCiuds your
primany kesweonds
cormesponding to each
page, but be careful not
o overga 1L Think abosi
e poadiorarmg ol e
fext, and abaays e
catchy subhwader 1o
draw the reader in

This month's
recommended...

Online SEO Tools
Mame Link popalamty checier
URL v setfsecopmyink
populanity-checie=ohp

Inlo. Lirk populardty [rbound
Ik 10 3 weehsine] e an
importani facet of SEQ. This
tool enabiles vou 1o check

e ek popuarity for amy
page and s how many

links ame “noficed by the
O &gl

fame SED Tools

UL iy, SR P L0 -
i e ensity

I 'S alsays worth keseping
AR &y On yiur ERyword
density. This ool will anabyse
wour URL and rebuin @ Eable of
keyaard eIy valussg for
ong-, twoe, or thme-wond

key fermes.

Namss Sba Analysh

UAL wwivelindemndonoom)
seorboals it ansbrts himd
infa This tool generates a site
analysis. Neluding the numbses
of backlinks, indexed sies,
Google PageRank amnd whelhe:
your goman 15 lsked n DO
and Yakoo dinectories.

& If appropriote,

add an FAQ page.
T # mlommatke and
search engine-frierdle
Categorme all subjects af
thir hap {using anchor
uaqs) andl clsplay Clearly,
s iy easy for the reader
to scan. the page when
sk an armdses



